
KSU Course Quality Checklist for Asynchronous Online 
Courses 

This Course Quality Checklist is adapted from the checklist originally created by the Distance Learning Center (DLC) 
and revised based on feedback from faculty and staff, including the Distance Learning Advisory Council, Faculty 
Senate, and other shared-governance bodies at KSU. This checklist is intended to serve as a tool for KSU faculty to 
evaluate their courses for basic quality standards [as established by the large body of research on the subject and 
reflected in the Quality Matters (QM) rubric and ot



 

 

☐ 9. Alternative or “alt” text (for images, charts, graphs); headings; and accessible 
means of textural emphasis (underlining, bolding, italicizing) are used where 
appropriate. 

Comment:  

 

 

☐ 10. PowerPoint presentations are accessible for readers and use appropriate font, 
contrast, and alt text. 

Comment:  

 

☐ 11. All course materials (textbooks, publisher packs, software, hardware) have been 
checked for accessibility by the instructor. In the case of multiple editions of 
resources, the edition required is either the most recent OR the instructor has taken 
care to ensure that the required edition is available. 

Please Note: It is the instructor’s responsibility to verify that the publisher’s content 
is accessible. 

Comment: 

 

 

☐ 12. The course is built with and uses technology that learners can access on a 
computer via the internet; it does not require learners to use programs that are 
obsolete or to which they do not have access. 

Comment:  

 

 

13. Overview comments for Section A: 

 



Section B: Learner Support, Required Links, and Federal Interaction 
Guidelines. All items in this field are required by federal law or SACS. 



and..0. promptly and proactively engaging in substantive interaction with the student 
when needed on the basis of such monitoring, or upon request by the student.”2 

Comment: 

 

☐ 18. For the purpose of verifying student identity, the course and its online activity 
use the D2L Brightspace learning management system and, when appropriate, 
synchronous meeting tools and exam monitoring tools. 

Comment: 

 

☐ 19. The course contains an introduction to the faculty instructor and activity 
whereby students introduce themselves (if applicable) in the “Start Here” module or 
Week 1 module. 

Comment: 

 

20. Overview Comments for Section B: 

 

OPTIONAL SECTIONS 
Section C: Pedagogy, Structure, Navigation, Course Objectives, and 
Module Objectives 
☐ 21. The course includes measurable course objectives (course goals/learning 
outcomes) at the appropriate level of Bloom’s Taxonomy. 

Comment: 

 

☐ 22. Modules include measurable objectives that align with course objectives. 

Comment: 

 

 
2 United States, Department of Education, “Distance Education and Innovation” Vol. 85 Fed. Reg. Page 54808 
(September 2, 2020). Available online: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-09-02/pdf/2020-
18636.pdf#page=67. 



☐ 23. The course includes digital course content, assignments, and assessments that 
align with course and module objectives. 

Comment: 

 

☐ 24. The course aligns with the stated description in the current KSU Undergraduate 
Catalog or Graduate Catalog course, as appropriate, including its learning objectives, 
module objectives, and competencies. 

Comment: 

 

☐ 



 

30. Overview Comments for Section C: 

  

Section D: Course Communication 
☐ 31. Faculty communication preferences and availability are made clear to the 
student. 

Comment: 

 

☐ 32. The course materials clearly articulate expectations for appropriate and 
professional communication among learners and with the instructor (netiquette). 

Comment: 

 

☐ 33. The course introductory materials provide information regarding how quickly 
emails will be answered. 

Comment: 

 

☐ 34. The course introductory materials provide information regarding how quickly 
learners can expect assignments to be graded. 

Comment: 

 

35. Overview Comments for Section D: 

 

Section E: Assessment 
☐ 36. The course grading policy is clearly and explicitly stated in a way that informs the 
learners how they will be assessed throughout the term and how their final grades will 
be calculated. 

Comment: 

 



☐ 37. The grading inform
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